Speech/Language Developmental Milestones            1-2 Years

	Receptive Language                           (i.e., what is understood)
	Expressive Language                (i.e., what is spoken)
	Speech Production Skills                          (i.e., speech sounds)

	Points to body parts on self or others when asked.

Understands simple questions ("Where's your shoe?").

Follows simple directions (e.g., “Push the car” or “Kiss the baby”)

Beginning to understand the concepts of ‘on, off, in’

Listens to simple stories, songs, and rhymes.

Points to pictures in a book when named.
	Says more words every month.

Asks questions using one- or two- word combinations marked by a rising intonation (e.g., "Kitty?" or “Where kitty?").

Combines two words, with an emerging sentence length of up to three words (e.g., "more cookie," "no juice," "mommy book").

May refer to self by his/her name.

Beginning to use the final ‘s’ for plural forms (e.g., dogs)


	Speech is typically 50-75% intelligible

Your child may produce a variety of vowel sounds and the consonants ‘p, b, m, n, d, t, g, h’


Speech/Language Developmental Milestones            2 ½ Years

	Receptive Language                           (i.e., what is understood)
	Expressive Language                (i.e., what is spoken)
	Speech Production Skills                          (i.e., speech sounds)

	Understands differences in meaning ("go-stop," "in-on," "big-little," "up-down").

Follows related two-step directions (e.g., "Get the book and put it on the table").

Begins to identify objects from a group by their function and parts (e.g., “Which one has a beak and wings?” or “Which one do you sleep in?”)

Understands early concepts (e.g., big, little, tall).

Understands simple choices and consequences.  

	Begins to answer the question “What is your name?” by providing his/her first name.

Uses past tense verbs, plurals, and combine nouns and verbs.

Begin to use verbs with “ing” endings (e.g. eating, sleeping, playing).

Uses early concepts (e.g., big, little, tall).

Begin to use negatives such as “no, not” and answer “where” questions.

Uses two- or three- word "sentences" to talk about and ask for things.

	Speech is typically 75-100% intelligible.
Your child may produce a variety of vowel sounds and the consonants ‘p, b, m, n, d, t, g, h’


Speech/Language Developmental Milestones            3 Years

	Receptive Language                           (i.e., what is understood)
	Expressive Language                (i.e., what is spoken)
	Speech Production Skills                          (i.e., speech sounds)

	Begin to understand “not” (e.g., “He does not have any ice cream.”).

Can identify items in a familiar category or group (e.g., “Show me the animal.”).

Vocabulary may be up to 1000 words.

	Begins to name at least one color.

Talks to self or others during pretend play.

Tells a basic story or idea; however, stories may not yet have an ending.

Speaks in 3-4 word sentences.

Identifies items in a familiar category or group (e.g., “Show me the animal.”).

Emerging Why, Who, When and How questions 


	Speech is typically 90-100% intelligible.

Beginning to produce or show mastery for the sound productions of ‘h, y, w, ing, m, n, p, k, t, b, g, d, and zh’ (e.g., measure)


Speech/Language Developmental Milestones            4 Years
	Receptive Language                           (i.e., what is understood)
	Expressive Language                (i.e., what is spoken)
	Speech Production Skills                          (i.e., speech sounds)

	Pays attention to a short story and answers simple questions about it.

Hears and understands most of what is said at home and in school.

Understands 3-4 step directions.

Understands and verbalizes increased spatial concepts (e.g., “on, under, next to”).


	Uses sentences that give lots of details (e.g., "I like to read my books").

Communicates easily with other children and adults.

Verbalizes increased spatial concepts (e.g., “on, under, next to”).
May ask MANY questions such as “Who?” and “Why?”

Uses many past tense verbs correctly; however, may continue to demonstrate difficulty with irregular past tense verbs (e.g., “He ran away.”).

Tells a story with increased details and topic maintenance.  Story endings are emerging.
	Speech is typically 90-100% intelligible.

Beginning to produce or showing mastery for the sound productions of ‘f, l, sh, ch’

By 4 ½ years old, children are beginning to show mastery for the sound productions of ‘j, s, z’


Speech/Language Developmental Milestones            5 Years
	Receptive Language                           (i.e., what is understood)
	Expressive Language                (i.e., what is spoken)
	Speech Production Skills                          (i.e., speech sounds)

	Understands many conceptual terms such as prepositions (e.g., above, over, etc.), quantity terms (e.g., more, most, few), and qualitative (e.g., long, big, etc.).

Follows a variety of multi-step directions with embedded concepts such as quantity, color, location, etc.

Listens to a short story and answer questions pertaining to the story.

Identifies objects by their function (e.g., “Show me something you can cut with.”).

Understands and uses many opposites.

	Uses many different and novel sentence types.

Uses numerous conceptual terms such as prepositions (e.g., above, over, etc.), quantity terms (e.g., more, most, few), and qualitative (e.g., long, big, etc.).

Asks and answers a variety of –wh questions including who, what, when, where, and why questions.  

Retells a story with detail and appropriate sequence; however, the ending may be deleted.


	Speech is typically 90-100% intelligible.

Has most adult speech sounds, with the exception of ‘r, v, and th’, these develop between 6-7 years




Speech/Language Developmental Milestones            6-7 Years
	Receptive Language                           (i.e., what is understood)
	Expressive Language                (i.e., what is spoken)
	Speech Production Skills                          (i.e., speech sounds)

	Increased development and interest in phonological (sound/letter) awareness and sound/word segmentation skills.

Understand time/space concepts such as before/after, first/second/last, seasons, etc.
	Generates elaborate and creative sentences.

Retells a story with detail and appropriate sequence, including a beginning, middle, and end.

 
	Speech is typically 90-100% intelligible.

Beginning to produce or show mastery for the sound productions of ‘r, v, voiced th (e.g., this), and voiceless th (e.g., earth)


